



              
 HALLOWEEN FACT SHEET

Scripture References:  Deut 18:9-14, Lev 19:26-28/31, Is 47:13, Jer 10:2, II Chronicles 33, II Kings 9:22, Micah 5:12, II Corinthians 6:14-18
“If Christian parents had any idea of what Halloween really is, they wouldn’t even mention the word around their children”.  Doreen Irving, Ruling witch of Western Europe and former Mistress of the High Priest of Satan of Western Europe…now a Spirit filled believer.

What is Halloween:  Halloween is a festival takes place on October 31st.  Halloween developed from ancient new year festivals and festivals of the DEAD.  The Celtic festival of Samhain is the source of the present-day Halloween celebration.  The Celts lived more the 2,000 years ago in what is now the United Kingdom, Ireland and northern France.  Their new year began on November 1st with a festival that began the previous evening honoring Samhain, the Celtic lord of death.  The celebration marked the beginning of the season of cold, darkness and decay.  It naturally became associated with human death. The Celts believed that Samhain allowed the souls of the dead to return to their earthly homes for this evening.  On this evening of the festival, the Druids, who were the priests and teachers of the Celts, ordered the people to put out their hearth fires.  The druids built a huge new year’s bonfire of oak branches which they considered sacred.  They burned animals, crops and possibly even human beings as sacrifices.  Then each family relit its hearth fire from the new year’s fire.  During the celebration, people sometimes wore costumes made of animal heads and skins.  They told fortunes about the coming year by examining the remains of the animals that had been sacrificed.  Halloween and witchcraft go hand in hand.  By its very nature, witchcraft is a fertility religion, therefore, the ritual sex and orgies are a part of the celebration.  This is akin to the worship of Baal and Diana in the Bible.

How it Got into the Church:  When the emperor Constantine declared Christianity a mandated religion, this incorporated all pagans and the pagan practices of the heathen into the church.  This included the manifold gods that the Romans, Greeks and other religions prayed to, along with the ancient pagan traditions of the Babylonians (The Catholic Church was started from all this).  Instead of praying to their gods, they prayed to and for dead saints.  The festival of Samhain was also incorporated into the church.  In order to “sanctify” this pagan tradition, the church made November 1 All Saints’ Day.  The Mass said on All Saints’ Day was called Allhallowmas.  The evening before All Saints’ Day became known as All Hallows’ Eve, or All Hallowe’en.  Therefore the church can continue “The Festival of Samhain” on October 31 because October 31 was the “eve” of  “holy” November 1st.   

All Saints’ Day:  Many of the customs of the Celts survived even after the people became Christian (Catholic Church at the time).  During the 800’s, the church established All Saints’ Day on November 1.  The people made the old pagan customs part of this Christian holy day.  All Saints’ Day is a religious festival honoring all Christian saints.  The festival originally was All Hallows in English and the night before was called All Hallows Eve, which became known as Halloween.  In the A.D. 800’s, the Christian church established All Saints’ Day on November 1 so that people continue a festival they had celebrated before becoming Christians.  The Mass said on All Saints’ Day was called Allhallowmas.  The evening before All Saints’ Day became known as All Hallows’ Eve, or All Hallowe’en.

All Souls’ Day:  The church later began to honor the dead on November 2.  This day became known as All Souls’ Day.   In the Roman Catholic Church, this is a day of special prayer for those dead who still are deprived of the sight of god because of imperfection.  It is observed on November 2, or on November 3 if the second falls on Sunday.  The custom began in the early church with a reading of the names of the dead, for remembrance by the faithful.

Regional Halloween Customs:  Many pagan customs developed among various groups of the Celts.  In Ireland, for example, people begged for food in a parade that honored Muck Olla, a god.  The leader of the parade wore a white robe and a mask made from the head of an animal.  In Scotland, people paraded through fields and villages carrying torches.  They lit huge bonfires on hillsides to drive away witches and other evil spirits.  In Wales, every person marked a stone and put it into a bonfire.  The people believed that if a person’s stone was missing the next morning, he or she would die within a year.  In England, Halloween was sometimes called Nutcrack Night or Snap Apple Night.  Families sat by the fire and told stories while they ate apples and nuts.  On All Souls’ day, poor people went “a-souling” (begging).  They received pastries called soulcakes in exchange for promising to say prayers for the dead.

Fortunetelling:  Certain fortunetelling methods began in Europe hundreds of years of ago and became an important part of Halloween.  For example, such objects as a coin, a ring, and a thimble were baked into a cake or other food. It was believed that the person who found the coin in the cake would become wealthy.  The person who found the ring would marry soon, but the person who found the thimble would never get married.  Halloween pagan practices include tarot cards, palmistry, séances, ghost stories, ouija boards, dungeons/dragons & haunted houses.     

Trick-or-Treat:  The Trick-or-Trick custom was created by the Druids.  When they went to a home and demanded a child or virgin for sacrifice, the victim was the Druid’s treat.  In exchange, they would leave a Jack-o-Lantern with a lighted candle made of human fat to prevent those inside from being killed by demons that night.  Later, the truth about the Jack-o-Lantern was changed by the Irish so people wouldn’t know the real origin of the Jack-o-Lantern.  According to Irish legend, a man called Jack, could not enter Heaven because is was a miser and he could not enter hell because he played tricks on the devil.  As a result, he was doomed to walk the earth with his “Lantern” until Judgment day.

Child Sacrifice:  Druids offered children in sacrifices.  They believed that only “The Fruit of the Body” offered to Satan was for the “Sin of the Soul”.  Police estimate between 40,000 to 60,000 ritual homicides per year occur in the U.S.A. 
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