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There are certain tenets of the Christian belief system all Christians must accept as absolute.  Some of these absolutes are woven as part of the Gospel and others are known as the foundation, backbone and core tapestries of Christianity.  If a believer does not accept these tenets as absolute, then their belief system will suffer a digression and their Christian lifestyle will suffer retrogression.  The tenets listed below are not all the absolutes of the Christian faith, but a selected few that are critical for salvation and a successful Christian life.

I. Mankind is a sinner, hopelessly lost, unable to save themself, progressively getting worse and must repent.

by state – Rom 3:9-10   by act – Rom 3:23, Proverbs 20:9   by nature – Jer 17:9, Gen 6:5-7         by imputation – Rom 5:12-21


       lost without hope – Eph 2:1-3/11-12, Nahum 1:3                  cannot save our self – Rom 5:6, Jeremiah 2:22, Is 64:6, Mark 8:37  

                     worse & worse – II Tim 3:1-7/13, Dan 12:9-10 

  moral absolutes – Prov 14:34, I John 1:5, James 1:17, I Pet 1:15-17

must repent – Lk 13:1-5, II Chronicles 7:14, Acts 17:30/20:20-21/26:20, Matt 3:1-12, Mk 1:14-15, Mk 6:12, II Pet 3:9, Rev 2:4-5 

II. Jesus is the only way to salvation through his substitutionary death and there is no other Gospel.
only way – John 14:6, I Tim 2:5, Acts 4:12, I Cor 8:6   substitutionary death – Is 53, I Tim 2:6, Matt 20:28, I John 2:1-2, Heb 2:14

no other Gospel – Gal 1:6-9, Gal 3:1, Gal 5:7-9            ABCs of salvation – Rom 3:23/10:9-10/13, Tit 3:3-5, Eph 2:8-9, John 3:3-5

III. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, His Deity and His virgin birth.

Deity – John 8:56-58, John 1:1-3/14, Rev 1:18, John 5:17-47


       virgin birth – Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-25            “only” & “first” begotten – John 3:16, I John 4:9-10, Rev 1:5, Col 1:15

IV.
      The Gospel…Jesus’ suffering, death, burial and resurrection. 
good news – Luke 2:8-14
     gospel – I Corinthians 15:1-8           suffering – Isaiah 53
         resurrection – Ps 16:10

       V.        God cannot lie and will fulfill all His promises.

cannot lie & impossible to lie – Tit 1:1-4, Heb 6:17-18     promises – II Corinthians 1:20, Eph 3:20, Is 55:11, II Pet 2:3-4 

VI. We must love the Lord, love each other with the love of the Lord and come out of the world.

love the lord – Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Matt 22:37
love each other –  Matt 22:39, John 13:34-35, I John 4:7-8/19-21, Lev 19:18   


       come out of the world – II Cor 6:14-18, Ps 1, John 15:19, I John 2:15-17, James 4:4, John 17:14-16, I Cor 15:33, Deut 7:1-4

VII. The Bible is God’s only written Word, complete, infallible and inspired by God, not man. 

infallible – Ps 119:160, John 17:17, Proverbs 30:5, Ps 19:7-8    inspired by God, not man – II Pet 1:20-21, II Tim 3:16-17
complete – Proverbs 30:6, Deut 4:2, Rev 22:17-18
        true teaching only – II Tim 4:1-4, II Pet 2:1-3, Matt 4:4, Matt 5:19

       The rapture of the Church and Jesus’ literal and visible 2nd Advent (Coming).
rapture of the church – John 14:1-3, I The 4:13-17, Eph 5:27

second advent of the Lord - Rev 19:11-15, Jude 14-15, II The 1:7-12, Zech 14, Ps 2, Ps 96, Ps 98, Rev 1:7


VIII. There is a literal heaven and a literal hell, no annihilation, no universalism, no liberation.

hell for unbelievers – Psalms 9:17
heaven for believers – Luke 23:39-43, II Cor 5:8
lake of fire – Rev 20:10-15

no annihilation – Matt 25:41/46, Jude 7, Mk 9:43‑49
no liberation – Rev 14:9-11
no universalism – Rev 21:8/22:15

assurance of consequences – Gal 6:6-7, Heb 9:27, John 8:21/24, I Corinthians 15:32, Isaiah 22:12-14, Rom 6:23, Num 32:23 
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